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TAGS: MARR,BA 

SUBJECT: REGIONAL SUPPORT FOR MIDEASTEOR 

KUWAIT POUCH BAGHDAD FOR INFO 

1 . DURING THE FIVE MONTHS SINCE THE GOVERNMENT OF BAHRAIN 
NOTIFIED US OE ITS INTENTION TO TERMINATE THE PRESENCE OE 
MIDEASTEOR IN JUNE 1977, DOD HAS REVIEWED POSSIBLE AL- 
TERNATIVE SOURCES OE SUPPORT EOR THE FORCE. IT IS 
EVIDENT THAT CONTINUED OPERATION OE MIDEASTEOR IN THE 
ABSENCE OE THE BAHRAIN EACILITIES WOULD NECESSARILY 
ENTAIL A REDUCTION OE EUNCTIONS AND GREATER OPERATING 
COSTS. CONSEQUENTLY, OUR POLICY TO DATE HAS BEEN TO 
RECOGNIZE BAHRAIN'S RIGHT TO TERMINATE THE STATIONING 
AGREEMENT WHILE ATTEMPTING TO AVOID PORECLOSING THE OPTION 
OP REMAINING SHOULD CIRCUMSTANCES SO DICTATE. 

2. THE GOB HAS GIVEN NO INDICATION OF CHANGING ITS MIND 
WITH RESPECT TO MIDEASTEOR, AND IT IS UNLIKELY TO DO SO 
UNLESS THE REGIONAL CLIMATE OF OPINION SHIFTS SIGNIFI- 
CANTLY. IN THAT REGARD, A NUMBER OP RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 
ARE WORTHY OF NOTE. 

A. THE SHAH HAS ENCOUNTERED SERIOUS DIPPICULTIES IN HIS 
ATTEMPT TO ATTRACT ARAB SUPPORT EOR A REGIONAL SECURITY 
PACT. GIVEN IRAQ'S CONTINUED MILITARY TIES WITH THE USSR, 

HE MAY HAVE SIGNALLED A MORE PAVORABLE VIEW OP A US 
PRESENCE IN THE GULP IN THE NOVEMBER 17 BUSINESS WEEK 
INTERVIEW WHERE HE INDICATED SUPPORT FOR AN INCREASED US 
PRESENCE AND ADDED: "I WOULD PREFER THAT NEITHER WERE 
IN THE PERSIAN GULP BECAUSE THERE IS NO NEED EOR THEM. 

BUT IP THE SOVIETS ARE THERE, WHY NOT THE AMERICANS?" 

B. THE ROLE OP MIDEASTEOR ITSELF HAS BEEN EXPANDING INTO 
NEW AREAS OP TRAINING AND CLOSE COOPERATION WITH A NUMBER 
OP REGIONAL NAVIES. THIS INCLUDES THE COORDINATING ROLE 
PLAYED BY COMIDEASTPOR DURING THE RECENT MIDLINK 75 
EXERCISE AND THE ON-THE-JOB -TRAINING (OJT) OPPORTUNITIES 
WHICH MIDEASTEOR SHIPS HAVE PROVIDED EOR KUWAIT, ABU 
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DHABI, OMAN AND SAUDI PORCES. THE OJT CRUISES HAVE BEEN 
PARTICULARLY SUCCESSFUL AND HAVE GIVEN RISE IN EACH CASE 
TO SUGGESTIONS EOR A CONTINUED OR EXPANDED TRAINING ROLE 
IN THE FUTURE. KING HUSSEIN ALSO EXPRESSED AN INTEREST 
IN OJT EOR JORDANIAN PORCES WHEN HE VISITED USS LASALLE 
DURING ITS CALL AT AQABA IN OCTOBER. 

C. THE MIDEASTEOR COMMAND SHIP IN OCTOBER MADE THE FIRST 
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CALL TO PORT SUDAN BY ANY US SHIP SINCE THE 1967 
MIDDLE EAST WAR, AND RECENT REPORTING INDICATES THAT QATAR 
MAY SOON REOPEN ITS PORTS TO MIDEASTFOR UNITS AS THE 
EFFECTS OF THE "INVASION; REPORTS OF LAST YEAR SUBSIDE. 
PRESIDENT HAMDI OF THE YAR RECENTLY WELCOMED COMIDEASTFOR 
AS A "FRIEND OF THE FIRST ORDER,; AND NOTED THAT THE 
MIDEASTFOR PRESENCE IS "A REASSURANCE TO THE WEAK NATIONS" 
IN THE AREA. 

3. CERTAIN PLANNING ACTIONS REGARDING LOGISTICS, PER- 
SONNEL, AND SHIP SCHEDULES NEED TO BE TAKEN IN THE 
COMING MONTHS. REQUEST VIEWS OF ACTION ADDEES ON 
REGIONAL VIEWS OF MIDEASTFOR PRESENCE AND PROSPECTS OF 
DEVELOPING CONSENSUS OF SUPPORT FOR RETENTION OF MID- 
EASTFOR FACILITIES IN BAHRAIN. SISCO 
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